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I believe that The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea’s most important asset (financially and aesthetically) is our 
natural treasure. Well before the fires started burning around us in 2020, I was deeply concerned about the 
state of our forest areas,  the vulnerability of our beaches, and the systemic impacts of climate change on our 
city's natural beauty. I would love to play a leadership role to protect the ecosystem integrity, ensure their 
long-term sustainability, and to help educate more of our citizens about these important  issues.  Our city’s 
natural beauty is also key to recovering from the devastating economic impacts of COVID. 
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I am a branding and communications executive with nearly 30 years of experience working for some of 
the world's most prestigious companies and nonprofits. I have 15 years of C-Suite level work experience 
with several of the most respected conservation organizations in the world, including Conservation 
International, where I was the Chief Marketing Officer, The Nature Conservancy, Oceana, and the U.N. I 
am knowledgeable and passionate about tree/forest conservation, ocean conservation (beach habitat & 
wildlife preservation) and have extensive knowledge about the impacts of climate change. I was honored 
to lead the strategic communications and design of the Ocean Health Index, the world's first scientific 
score-card for comprehensive marine wildlife and coastal health.  Additionally, I have been an active 
volunteer for the past 2.5 years with Friends of the Mission Trail Nature Preserve where I have learned 
about our local forest history and key challenges, while working hard to pull weeds and help restore this 
fragile ecosystem. 
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Volunteer for Friends of Mission Trail Nature Preserve (Part of monthly Clean-Up Crew at MTNP and Lester  
Rowntree Native Plant Garden) and Board Member of the Food Bank for Monterey County where I serve as 
Vice President (since Sept 2018) 

��
��	�����
The Ohio State University Marketing and Advertising BSBA
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Pure Dakota Design, LLC – Branding, Design and Sustainability Consultancy

Principal and Founder 2014 - Current

Conservation International

Chief Marketing Officer 2006 -2013

The Walt Disney Company
1996 - 2004VP Strategic Marketing & Branding

Georgetown Garden Club 
Helped Lead Public Education for Tree Preservation and Sustainable Techniques 

2006 - 2017

Benchley Ocean Conservation Project

Board Member

Volunteer and Fundraising Chairperson

2014 -2018

Heal the Bay – Ocean and Watershed Clean Up , Santa Monica, CA 
Volunteer 1998 -2005

09/09/20



APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 

BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act, submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
(with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS __ CITY _____ ZIP __ _ 

MAILING ADDRESS- ----- CITY _____ ZIP __ _ 

RESIDENCE PHONE- ---- BUSINESS PHONE- ---

EMAIL _ ______ _ 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? ____ _

Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission. 

-

Will you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? ____ _

Revised July 16, 2019

Rick Ciardella 08 Sept 20

   Carmel  93923

          Carmel  93921

1 year

X

Yes



All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, "Statement of Economic Interest," within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all required statements in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YESD NCQ 

Reason for Interest in the Position: 

Please list any relevant qualifications or experience you possess that would enhance the mission and goals 
of the board(s) or commission(s) for which you are applying: 

Please list any local area associations, boards, commissions, foundations, or companies in which you have 
an investment, or serve as an officer or director: 

Education: 

Institution Course of Study Degree Year (s) 

Revised July 16, 2019 

X

None

Harvard Grad Sch of Design MLA UD 1979
Cal Poly - Pomona 

Urban Design/Landscape Arch.     
Landscape Architecture BSLA 1976

Given my background as a Landscape Architect, business owner and resident, the Forest and Beach Commission 
is where I feel I can provide the most to our community.  Dedicated to giving back to the community, I have served 
on the Environmental Quality Commission in Menlo Park, California and the Design Review Committee in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts that align with the charges of the Forest and Beach Commission.  As a Commissioner, 
decisions would be based on professional and past commission experience coupled with the Urban Forest, Parks 
and Beach Management Plan and the General Plan.  

• Previous Commission experience that is relevant to the Forest and Beach Commission.
• Over 40 years as a Landscape Architect working on both private and public projects.
• Professional and Commission experience in finding creative mitigation measures that serve both the 

community and resident.
• Board and Commission experience with a proven track record.
• Small Business Owner
• Lifetime of experience volunteering to make a better quality of life.
• Experience developing and implementing a city management plans that affect the quality of our environment.
• As a new member of the community I would provide a fresh look at the City's assets: parks, beaches, and the 

urban forest.
• Commission experience with private versus community decisions that maybe in conflict 



Employment Experience (Start with Most Recent): 

Organization: 

Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 

Prior public service, civic or volunteer activities: 

Organization: 

Position: Year: 

Organization: 

Position: Year: 

Organization: 

Position: Year: 

Signature Date 

Citizen knowledge, interest and participation are vital ingredients to the delivery of high-quality 
public services. The richness that comes from citizens serving in advisory roles to the City Council 
contributes to making Carmel by the Sea the special place it is. The City of Carmel-by-the Sea 
thanks you for your interest in serving on a City board or commission. 

Return application to the City Clerk's Office, East side of Monte Verde Street, between Ocean and Seventh 
Avenues or mail to PO Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 93921, attention: City Clerk's Office. 

Revised July 16, 2019 

Ciardella Associates

Owner/Principal 1991-current

Sasaki Associates
Landscape Architect - Senior Associate 1986-1991

The SWA Group
Principal 1979-1986

Sequoia Union HS District - Atherton, CA

Volunteer - Building , Grounds and Construction Committee   2004-2007

City of Menlo Park, CA - Environmental Quality Commission

Member, Chairman

1976-1978
1991-1999

Town of Wellesley, MA   -  Design Review Committee    

Member 1986-1990

08 Sept 20

Organization:  Menlo Park Chamber of Commerece

  Board Member and Chairman             1999-2010



APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 

BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act, submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
(with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS _ ____ CITY _____ ZIP __ _ 

MAILING ADDRESS- ------ CITY _____ ZIP __ _ 

RESIDENCE PHONE- --- BUSINESS PHONE--------

EMAIL 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? ____ _ 

Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission. 

-

Will you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? ____ _

Revised July 16, 2019

Michael Jones Sept 6, 2020

Carmel 93921

Pebble Beach 93953

3 Years

X

Yes



All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, "Statement of Economic Interest," within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all required statements in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YESD NCQ 

Reason for Interest in the Position: 

Please list any relevant qualifications or experience you possess that would enhance the mission and goals 
of the board(s) or commission(s) for which you are applying: 

Please list any local area associations, boards, commissions, foundations, or companies in which you have 
an investment, or serve as an officer or director: 

Education: 

Institution Course of Study Degree Year (s) 

Revised July 16, 2019 

The uniqueness of Carmel-by-the-Sea is known globally and attracts visitors from around the 
world as a result.  It is important that the special character of Carmel be maintained for 

          
         

              
            

   

generations to come. This must be accomplished by balancing the needs of resdients, 
businesses and visitors with the necessary ecological framework. 

           
                             
              

             
        

             
         

                                     
           

              
         

           
         

                  
             

            
         

There are many competing interests within our     
considered without prejudice. I can and will do exactly that.

N/A

Texas A&M - Commerce Economics 1976
University of Dallas MBA 1982
Penn State University International Strategy 1995

community and all must be

X

As a lifelong lover of nature, I have traveled to all parts of the world to appreciate the natural 
wonder that exists. Consequently, I am even more appreciative of the beauty of Carmel-by-
the-Sea. As an executive in global companies, I am extremely experienced in dealing with 
people with differing points of view and finding an equitable outcome for all





APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 
BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act, submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
(with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

NAME_....cS:..:t;;Jep~h.:.:a~n~ie~D~e~c~iu=s~K~ec:i~ra'--------~DATE __ 8/_2_8/_2_0_20 ______ ~ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS  CITY Carmel ZIP 93921 --------
MAILING ADDRESS ________ CITY __ c_a_rm_el __ ZIP 93921 

RESIDENCE PHONE ---'8-'-3  ____ BUSINESS PHONE _8cc  

EMAi L -----'s'"   _ 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? ---'1_,_y=ea"-r __ 

Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission. 

Community Activities & Cultural Commission (meets lhe second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.) 

Harrison Memorial Library Board of Trustees (meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.) 

Planning Commission (meets the second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 2:00 p.m.) 

Forest & Beach Commission (meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m., tour of inspection at 3 p.m.) 

Historic Resources Board (meets the third Monday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 3:15 p.m.) 

Board of Appeals (once annually and on an as-needed basis) 

Will you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? --"y_e_s __ 
Revised July 16, 2019 

X 



All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, "Statement of Economic Interest," within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all required statements in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YESG;J N°[J 

Reason for Interest in the Position: 
My great grandmother purchased a cottage in Carmel in 1927 and my great aunt lived here for 41 years until 
her death. Our family has come here regularly since before I was born. I felt blessed to be able to move here 
after my husband and I retired.· We had honeymooned here and our daughter was married in Carmel Valley 
three years ago. I love Carmel and have a surpisingly long memory of its essential character over decades for 
someone who hasn't been a hie-long resident. 

Please list any relevant qualifications or experience you possess that would enhance the mission and goals 
of the board(s) or commission(s) for which you are applying: 

I have substantial executive experience in establishing objectives, collaborating across groups, identifying risks and opportunities, and 
managing large budgets. My undergraduate degree in Biology supports my interest in the Forest and Beach Commission specifically. 
I have s_cuba dived _and snorkeled at lvlonastery Beach and m Carmel Bay and want to protect these special places so that future 

Please list any local area associations, boards, commissions, foundations, or companies in which you have 
an investment, or serve as an officer or director: 

Nothing local. I do serve on a Board of Advisors for a startwup in the finance industry that is based in upstate New York. 

Education: 

Institution Course of Studv Dearee Year Isl 

Stanford University B.S., Biological Sciences 1975 

Indiana University M.B.A., Banking, Investments and Managerial Finance ._,. 

Revised July 16, 2019 



Employment Experience (Start with Most Recent): 

Organization: 
Wells Fargo Bank 

Position: last position as Executive Vice President, Consumer Risk Management {retired) Year: 1979-2013 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: I Year: 

f>rior public service, civic or volunteer activities: 

Organization: 

Position: 
Moraga Valley Pre~byterian Church 
choir Year: 1997-2007 

Organization: 

Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 

8/28/2020 
Date 

Citizen knowledge, interest and participation are vital ingredients to the delivery of high-quality 
public services. The richness that comes from citizens serving in advisory roles to the City Council 
contributes to making Carmel by the Sea the special place it is. The City of Carmel-by-the Sea 
thanks you for your interest in serving on a City board or commission. 

Return application to the City Clerk's Office, East side of Monte Verde Street, between Ocean and Seventh 
Avenues or mail to PO Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 93921, attention: City Clerk's Office. 

Revised July 16, 2019 
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APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 
BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act, submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
(with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

NAME cfu;/'(Nfr/t l<ottl!bvo DATE ?j1ej:1.v 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS       CITY 61'(}1(,j ZIP _!/_;fJ;J/ 
MAILING ADDRESS ·· --------- CITY __ 11 ___ ZIP __ ;,_ 

RESIDENCE PHONE :   BUSINESS PHONE _c -tl""O­

EMAIL    
HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? fJ6 

Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission. 

Community Activities & Cultural Commission (meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.) 

Harrison Memorial Library Board of Trustees (meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.) 

Planning Commission (meets the second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 2:00 p.m.) 

Forest & Beach Commission (meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m., tour of inspection at 3 p.m.) '>< 
Historic Resources Board (meets the third Monday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 3:15 p.m.) 

Board of Appeals (once annually and on an as-needed basis) 

Will you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? -1:tf!..£,__ _ 
Revised July 16, 2019 U 



All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, ·statement of Economic Interest,'' within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all requiredgj8ments in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YES NC{] 

Reason for Interest in the Position: 

# haoe /a;;d;Jd 

er Y 

Please list any relevant qualifications or experience you possess that would enhance the mission and goals 
of the board(s) or commission(s) for which you are applying: 

fJu;i. ~lnstitut\k . tJiZ. :l!iJh of Study 

I 'it!J 
, o;gree Year (s) 

Revised July 16, 2019 



Employment Experience (Start with Most Recent): 

Organization: 

Position: 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: Year: 

Prior public service, civic or volunteer activities: 

Organization: 

Year: 

Year: 

r;a~IH el 

 
Citizen knowledge, interest and participation are vital ingredients to the delivery of high-quality 
public services. The richness that comes from citizens serving in advisory roles to the City Council 
contributes to making Carmel by the Sea the special place it is. The City of Carmel-by-the Sea 
thanks you for your interest in serving on a City board or commission. 

Return application to the City Clerk's Office, East side of Monte Verde Street, between Ocean and Seventh 
Avenues or mail to PO Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 93921, attention: City Clerk's Office. 

Revised July 16, 2019 









APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 
BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act, submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
(with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

DATE 9 - Cj - 1-.02_ C) 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS     CITY <. ?-~\?..\... ZIP :l 3'1 QI -
MAILING ADDRESS      CITY C... ~\'<.'N'>~\... ZIP 9392.\ 

RESIDENCE PHONE   BUSINESS PHONE-------­

EMAIL

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? \ Y~~R 
Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission . 

. 

Community Activities & Cultural Commission (meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.) 

Harrison Memorial Library Board of Trustees (meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.) 

Planning Commission (meets the second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 2:00 p.m.) 

Forest & Beach Commission (meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m., tour of inspection at 3 p.m.) 

Historic Resources Board (meets the third Monday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 3:15 p.m.) 

Board of Appeals (once annually and on an as-needed basis) 

Will you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? 

Revised July 16, 2019 

7<, 

7' 
X. 



All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, "Statement of Economic Interest," within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all required statements in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YES~ NcQ 

Please list any relevant qualifications or experience you possess that would enhance the mission and goals 
of the board(s) or commission(s) for which you are applying: 
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Please list any local area associations, boards, commissions, foundations, or companies in which you have 
an investment, or serve as an officer or director: 

Education: 
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Employment Experience (Start with Most Recent): 

Organization: ~~Fl, .... \)(... i I T\-\E. P~CN\'' 
Position: t--'ROvrf'\ P,. \.?.,;, = Year: ".J O \ '-f -
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Prior public service, civic or volunteer activities: 

Organization: 66)"" SC....DvT5 OF l-'ttl'lt;i..,R\GF\ 
-

Position: P..SS\51" t-,.~,, T"R.··~ \-r~ Year: ·· .I r" , I , "' 
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Position: Year: 
Organization: 

Position: I Year: 

9-9-20 
Date 

Citizen knowledge, interest and participation are vital ingredients to the delivery of high-quality 
public services. The richness that comes from citizens serving in advisory roles to the City Council 
contributes to making Carmel by the Sea the special place it is. The City of Carmel-by-the Sea 
thanks you for your interest in serving on a City board or commission. 

Return application to the City Clerk's Office, East side of Monte Verde Street, between Ocean and Seventh 
Avenues or mail to PO Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 93921, attention: City Clerk's Office. 
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APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA CITY 
BOARD OR COMMISSION 

In accordance with the Public Records Act. submitted applications and attachments are considered public 
records and will be disclosed upon receipt of a public records request. Applications may also be published 
{with signatures and personal contact information redacted) in the agendas of relevant meetings of the City 
Council, boards and commissions. 

NAME &f 1 f.i..N ~. ~ if~
RESIDENCE ADDRES   
MAILING ADDRESS  
RESIDENCE PHO   
EMAIL    -

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA? 'ljQ(W:,-· hJr,,,i\,\\~.J+c~rs. .__ 
Board or Commission Selection: 

You may apply for more than one Board or Commission. Please note, however, that members shall 
not serve simultaneously on more than one Council-appointed Board or Commission. 

Community Activities & Cultural Commission (meets the second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.) 

Harrison Memorial Library Board of Trustees (meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.) 

Planning Commission (meets the second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m., tour of inspection at 2:00 p.m.} 

Forest & Beach Commission (meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 p.m., tour of inspection at 3 p.m.) y._ 
Historic Resources Board (meets the third Monday of the month at 4;00 p.m .• tour of inspection at 3:15 p.m.) 

Board of Appeals (once annually and on an as--needed basis) 
\ 

w ill you be available to attend board/commission meetings regularly? I j)f,. . 
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All members of boards and commissions are subject to the Conflict of Interest Laws of the State of California and are 
required to submit Form 700, "Statement of Economic Interest," within 30 days of assuming office. Form 700 must be 
filed annually thereafter, and within 30 days of leaving office as well. 

In accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 1234 appointed members are required to attend Public Service Ethics 
Education upon appointment and every two years thereafter. 

Do you agree to file all requiredD(j8ments in a timely manner as prescribed by law or the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code? YES NO[] 

Please list any local area associations, boards, commissio s, foundations, or companies in which you have 
an investment, or serve as an officer or director: . 

Education:. 
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Employment Experience /Start with Most Recent\: 

Yeat -1 

Prior public service, civic or volunteer .activities: 

Year· er 

Position: Year: 

Citizen knowledge, interest and participation are vital ingredients to the delivery of high-quality 
public services. The richness that comes from citizens serving in advisory roles to the City Council 
contributes to making Carmel by the Sea the special place it is. The City of Carmel-by-the Sea 
thanks you for your interest in serving on a City board or .commission. 

Return application to the City Clerk1s Office, East side of Monte Verde Street, between Ocean apd Seventh 
Avenues or mail to PO Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 93921, attention: City Clerk's Office. 
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