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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Forest and Beach Commission Meeting 

Thursday, June 11, 2020 

Video Conference Meeting 

 

ROLL CALL 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:  Michael Caddell, Chair 
      Al Saroyan, Vice Chair  
      Sarah Berling 
      Darlene Mosley      

JC Myers 
       
 
STAFF PRESENT:    Bob Harary, Public Works Director 
      Sara Davis, City Forester 
      Britt Avrit, City Clerk 
       
       
TOUR OF INSPECTION 
 
None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Not included in the virtual meeting. 
 
PUBLIC APPERARANCES 
 
Ramie Allard 
Karen Ferlito 
 
Both are pleased that the Commission is meeting once more.  The Friends of the Carmel Forest 
expressed concern about the watering of young trees and that they are working on a pruning project in 
Devendorf Park.  It was suggested that storm water capture should be a priority in new paving projects.  
Also, it would be good to include the community when designing paving projects. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of the amended minutes from the February 13, 2020 Regular Meeting  
 
Commissioner Berling moved to approve the amended minutes for the February 13, 2020 regular 
meeting, seconded by Commissioner Mosley, and approved by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Caddell, Saroyan, Myers, Berling, Mosley 
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NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

2.  Approval of the minutes from the March 12, 2020 Regular Meeting 
 
Commissioner Mosley moved to approve the minutes for the March 12, 2020 regular meeting, seconded 
by Commissioner Berling, and approved by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Caddell, Saroyan, Myers, Berling, Mosley 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

3.  Final special conditions and approval of reissuance of a building permit for the Mei home 
project located at Santa Rita Street, 2 Southwest of Fifth Avenue. (Applicant Connie Mei) 

 
Staff recommendation is to authorize the removal of the Stop Work Order and construction to resume 
when all of the following tasks are completed:  reimburse the City for the actual cost for West Coast 
Arborist to prepare the original arborist report and for his time on this issue, update applicant's own 
arborist's monitoring report and include an appraised value for the remaining trees, provide a plan for 
monitoring and care of the remaining trees for five years, and deposit the appraised value of the 
remaining trees as a bond in effect for five years. 
 
Public comment was provided by:  Tom Bruce, Connie Mei, Karen Ferlito, Richard Hewitt, Chris Mac, 
Karen Mac, and Ashlee Gustafson who represents the Baker family.  
 
Commissioners discussed the issue with the information given.  
 
Commissioner Saroyan made a motion to approve the lifting of the stop work subject to meeting the 
staff recommended conditions, and in addition, removal of stump number seven, submittal of a 
drainage study/plan, and the submittal of a landscape plan.  The landscape plan must be approved by 
the City Forester and the Bakers. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Myers.   
 
AYES:  Caddell, Saroyan, Myers, Mosely, Berling 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

4. Approval or denial of Tree Removal Permit 20-046 for 17 eucalyptus trees located at San 
Antonio Avenue and Fourth Avenue.  (Applicant Laura Overett) 

 
Staff stated that since these 17 Eucalyptus trees do not pose an urgent safety concern due to very low 
use of the area, the City Forester may not approve the tree removal application without a hearing at the 
Forest and Beach Commission meeting.  Due to the close proximity to the North Dunes, the City Forester 
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recommends that the removal application be approved. The Commission should consider requiring 
mitigation measures, including replanting at 2 to 1 and/or a fee that would be used for continuation of 
restoration work at the North Dunes Habitat Restoration Area. 
 
Public comments were made by:  Laura Overett, Susan Prest, and Ramie Allard.  Letters of support were 
also provided by Dune Biologist Joey Canepa and Susan Prest.  
 
Commissioners discussed the issue with the information given. A motion was made Commissioner 
Myers to postpone action on the removal permit until a planting plan for the entire sitecan be reviewed. 
Seconded by Commissioner Mosley, followed by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Caddell, Saroyan, Mosley, Berling, Myers 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT:  None 
 
ORDES OF BUSINESS 
 

5. City Forester’s Monthly Report for April 2020 
 
Ms. Davis reviewed the April tree data report.  
 
Public Comment made by Karen Ferlito.  
 

6. Presentation by Bob Harary, Public Works Director, to provide Commission 
recommendations to the City Council regarding the format and content of the monthly 
Forester’s Report.   

 
Mr. Harary answered questions from the Commission. 
 
Public comment was given by Karen Ferlito and Ramie Allard. 
 
The Commission did not provide specific recommendations, but noted that the new Forester’s 
reports are more user-friendly and easier to interpret.  They look forward to the new tree 
software program being developed.  The Commission had no objection to adding more tree 
data to the reports.  
 

7. Presentation by Bob Harary, Public Works Director, to provide recommendations to the 
City Council regarding updated fees for Tree Pruning and Tree Removal Permit.   

 
Mr. Harary answered questions from the Commission. 
 
Staff recommends that the Forest and Beach Commission recommends to the City Council 
assessing a new flat fee of $245 for tree pruning permits, a new full cost-recovery approach for 
tree removal permits, and no fees for work on City trees by private parties.   
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Public comment was given by Karen Ferlito and Ramie Allard.   
 
Commissioner Mosley made a motion to recommend to City Council the adoption of Option 2 
from the presentation and to not charge permit fees for trees on City property.   Motion 
seconded by Commissioner Saroyan.   
 
AYES:  Caddell, Saroyan, Mosley, Myers 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT:  Berling 

 
8. Public Works Director’s Monthly Repot for March, April, and May 2020   

 
Mr. Harary updated the Commission on applicable City Council actions, beach and parks 
activities, capital projects related to forestry, parks and beach assets, and other items of 
interest to the Commission. He answered questions from the Commission. 
 

  
ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
State of the Forest and vision 
In lieu of planting fees 

 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to bring before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Michael Caddell, Chair 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Sara Davis, City Forester, Interim Commission Secretary  
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