2025-003 (Proposed)

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea
POLICY REGULATING USAGE OF THE TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL COURTS IN FOREST HILL PARK

Statement of Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to establish a balanced approach to the use of the Forest Hill Park courts for both
pickleball and tennis while addressing neighboring concerns related to noise, scheduling, and enforcement. This
policy ensures that both sports remain accessible to the community while minimizing impacts on surrounding
residential areas.

Policy:

To achieve this balance, the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea shall implement the following measures at the Forest Hill
Park courts:

Court Designation:

The courts shall be permanently divided into designated areas for tennis-only and pickleball-only use. The City
shall install two permanent pickleball courts with fixed nets on one side of the courts, effectively removing one
tennis court. The other side of the courts shall be reserved for tennis-only use, with the removal of pickleball
striping, effectively eliminating two pickleball courts.

Scheduled Play Hours:
Pickleball play shall be permitted only on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Tennis play shall be permitted daily from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Noise and Compliance Measures:

If necessary, automatic locks shall be installed on both court entrances to regulate access and enforce scheduled
playtimes. A fence partition may be installed roughly near the midpoint of the courts, ensuring the tennis area is
slightly larger to accommodate the larger court dimensions. The purpose of this partition is to provide a clear
separation between the pickleball and tennis areas and to facilitate compliance with the designated play areas.

City Resources and Maintenance:

The City shall be responsible for the purchase, installation, and maintenance of pickleball nets, fencing, and any
necessary locking mechanisms. The Public Works Department shall oversee the implementation of these
measures and ensure ongoing compliance with the policy.

This policy is intended to promote fair access to recreational opportunities while reducing noise concerns,
promoting compliance with City noise standards, and maintaining the village character of Carmel-by-the-Sea.





