
Staff Presentation and Ad Hoc 
Recommendation on Street Addresses 

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea

City Council Meeting
July 9, 2024



1. Will street address implementation trigger at-home mail 
delivery?

2. Can a hybrid system be implemented?
3. Can the City definitively say the downtown post office will not 

close?
4. Does California Fire Code compliance require the City to have 

street addresses?
5. How does street address implementation enhance public 

safety for Carmel-by-the-Sea?
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Questions Central to Ad Hoc and Staff Research



1. Will street address implementation trigger at-home mail delivery?
No, street address implementation in the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea will not 
trigger at-home mail delivery.
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1. Will street address implementation 
         trigger at-home mail delivery?

1. Will the local post office be required to close and/or 
will the City’s mail delivery system change?

2. Is USPS the deciding authority for street address 
system incorporation in to street address 
management systems that are used for government 
address verification purposes?

3. If the City develops and implements a street address 
system approved by USPS, will USPS be the 
authority that relays that new address system for 
GPS findability?

Questions Asked by Councilmember Ferlito



Reply from USPS Address Systems Manager
1. Local Post Office will not close; mail delivery system 

will remain as is.

2. Yes, USPS is the authority for street address systems. 
Other entities and mailers use our mailing products to 
determine valid addresses.

3. USPS does not relay the new address for GPS 
findability as we do not have any products with that 
data linked. We are the authority for address 
verification. 

1. Will street address implementation 
         trigger at-home mail delivery?



2. Can a hybrid system be implemented?
Yes, a hybrid system can be implemented 
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City Service and Modes of Delivery
• A combination of methods is considered to provide regular 

and effective service to all residential and business 
sections of a community

• Centralized Delivery = Preferred Mode of Delivery
• Curbside, sidewalk delivery, and door modes not available 

as new delivery points (“very rare exceptions”)
• USPS will keep existing delivery infrastructure of 

centralized delivery in the City, and continue delivering to 
P.O. Boxes

2. Can a hybrid system be implemented?



Addressing Conventions from USPS Address 
Management Systems Manager, CA-Dist.3

City-Style Addressing
The address convention using the building number and street name 
format
Primary Address Number
The numeric or alphanumeric part of an address that precedes the 
street name
The logical/grammatical order of address elements is: 
street number, pre-directional, primary street name, suffix, post 
directional, and secondary number (if any)
Example: “100 W Main St. SE Apt 201”
Avoid non-specific addresses, such as a corner location address
Incorrect: Pico and 33rd – Correct: 123 Pico Blvd

2. Can a hybrid system be implemented?



3. Can the City definitively say the downtown post office will 
not close?
No, the City cannot definitively state or guarantee that the 
downtown Post Office will never close
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4. Does California Fire Code compliance require the City to 
have street addresses?

Yes, in order to be in compliance under the California Fire Code, the City 
shall have street addresses and street address numbers with visible house 
numbers/building numbers, visible from the street
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A city, in its adoption of the California Fire Code into its Building Code, may 
amend the Fire Code regulations, but those amendments may only, 
“establish more restrictive building standards, including, but not limited to, 
green building standards, reasonably necessary because of local climatic, 
geological, or topographical conditions.” 

Research and Conclusion: California Fire Code

4. Does California Fire Code compliance require
    the City to have street addresses?



5. How does street address implementation enhance public 
safety for Carmel-by-the-Sea?
• Enhances emergency response personnel’s ability to render aid as soon 

as possible 
• The California Fire Code and Building Code, adopted by the City, are 

codes that set foundational safety standards
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Director of Public Safety/Police Chief Tomasi Outlined:

5. How does street address implementation enhance
    public safety for Carmel-by-the-Sea?

Emergency Responses & Dispatch
• Monterey Fire, CAL Fire, American Medical Response (AMR), and Monterey County Office of 

Emergency Services (OES)/(MCDEM) 
 Calls for emergency services through these agencies are dispatched through Monterey 

County Dispatchers

Current Directional Addresses and Emergency Response 
Monterey Fire Department
• Training, volume, and regularity of call responses increases Monterey Fire’s recognition of the 

City’s descriptive addresses



Other Emergency Response Agencies
• AMR, CAL Fire, Monterey County OES/MCDEM respond to calls in the City less frequently 

 These agencies do not have a full grasp of the City’s addressing system due to the 
intermittent dispatching and response to calls

American Medical Response (AMR)
• AMR responds to 15%-20% of medical emergencies in the City

 A known possibility of delay or slow response by medical and ambulance 
personnel is a hindrance to public safety

5. How does street address implementation enhance
    public safety for Carmel-by-the-Sea?

Emergency Notifications Systems – Monterey County
• Address-based
• Alerts in the City are only sent by zip code (93921), other cities have the ability to use 

neighborhood-specific alerts
• Current system creates challenges to zoning in on area-specific emergencies or alerts, 

such as Missing Adult alerts



Inconveniences and Public Health and Safety Issues
• Extended wait times for financial institution verification processes
• Lost or undeliverable packages
• Utilities set-up delays, etc.

Extent of Accepted Inconveniences

Inconveniences may rise to a public health and safety issue when they fall in the 
realm of prescribed medication delivery or delivery of essential medical equipment
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Ad Hoc Committee’s Recommendation
1. Move forward with the assignment of street addresses in the City 

of Carmel-by-the-Sea
2. Create an implementation plan
3. Return to City Council no later than September 2024



Direction to Staff

Red Light, Green Light 
1. Move forward with street addresses system implementation, 

create an implementation plan, community engagement plan, 
and return to Council with updates at a future meeting

2. Conclude its research and maintain the status quo of not 
having a standard street address system in the City



Questions 
Staff will provide answers to questions covered through 

current research
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End of Presentation
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