
CYPRESS INN 
Mills Act Contract (MA 23-103)

City Council Meeting

May 7, 2024

CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

1CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA



• NEC Lincoln & 7th Ave

• Spanish Eclectic hotel 
constructed in 1929 

• Designed by Blaine & Olsen
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”)
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”)

Monterey Peninsula Herald (July 2, 1929) describes the Inn 
as, "one of the show places of the Monterey Peninsula and 
easily one of the outstanding buildings in Monterey County”
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       Original Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”)

Architects Blaine & Olsen studied Mediterranean architecture in 
Spain and designed a number of Spanish-style buildings in Santa 
Barbara. Note the reinforced concrete construction, clay tile roof, 
3-story Moorish tower with ziggurat top, and courtyard. 
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       1949 Southwest Addition by Gardner Dailey
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       Name Changes

La Ribera was renamed to “Cypress 
West” c.1960, and renamed to 
“Cypress Inn” c.1980 under the 
ownership of Doris Day and Dennis 
LeVett
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       2003 N. Addition on separate lot
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       2003 North Addition on separate lot
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       2003 North Addition on separate lot



Finding #1

The building is listed on the 
Inventory and the Carmel 
Register.

• Resource added to Carmel 
Register in 1999

• Historic 
Preservation/Conservation 
Easement recorded in 
2003

• Added to Historic 
Inventory in 2005, 
recorded in 2007
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”) – Finding #2

2003

1997

1990

1978



Finding #2

The rehabilitation/ maintenance 
plan is appropriate in scope and 
sufficient in detail and more 
significant than just routine 
maintenance expected for any 
property.
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”) – Finding #2

Rehabilitation + Maintenance Plan
$1,114,000 over 10 years

• Plaster cracking/repair at tower
• Plumbing repairs (replace water and sewer 

pipes)
• Fire alarm upgrades
• ADA elevator, restroom, and hardscape 

(stair, walkway, gate) upgrades
• Replace boiler and water softener
• Electrical upgrades 
• Exterior painting
• Rehab windows
• Roofing repairs/replacement 
• Termite testing/repairs
• Resolve waterproofing issues at courtyard 

planter
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       Plaster Cracking at Tower
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       Plumbing Repairs-  Water and Sewer Pipes
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       ADA Upgrades 
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       Replace Boiler and Water Softener
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       Electrical Upgrades 
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       Exterior Painting
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       Repair and Rehab Windows (replaced in 1983)
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       Roofing Repair/Replacement



Finding #3: Past and Future Alterations:

• Will comply with the Secretary’s Standards 
(future additions only); and

• Do not significantly alter, damage or diminish 
any primary elevation or character-defining 
feature; and

• Do not increase floor area on the property by 
more than 15 percent beyond the amount 
established in the documented original or 
historic design of the resource; and

• Do not result in any second-story addition to 
a single-story historic resource.

The 1949 SW corner addition is older than 
50 years and is documented in Seavey’s DPR 
form as significant (“the earliest known 
Carmel design by noted California architect, 
Gardner Dailey”)

The north addition (approved 1999, built 
2003) is located on a wholly separate 
property. The north lot (APN 010-147-009) 
was never merged with the original hotel 
lots (APN 010-147-008).
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”) – Finding #3
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”) – Finding #3



Finding #5

Approval of the Mills Act contract will 
represent an equitable balance of 
public and private interests and will 
not result in substantial adverse 
financial impact on the City.
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       Cypress Inn (“La Ribera”) – Finding #4 and #5

• Reduction in tax revenue to the City 
(typically 40-60%); funds reallocated to work 
plan projects

• None approved 2020/2021; 4 approved 
2022; 2 contracts approved in 2023; 2 
contracts already approved in 2024

• Remaining portion of tax revenue (6%) still 
allocated to the City

• Value of historic preservation offsets loss of 
revenue

• $1,114,000 in rehab/maint. over 10 years

Finding #4
The Mills Act contract will aid in 
offsetting the costs of rehabilitating 
and maintaining the historic 
resource.



Staff recommends that the City 
Council enter into a Mills Act 
Contract with Sentimental 
Journey LLC for the historic “La 
Ribera Hotel” located on the 
northeast corner of 7th Avenue 
and Lincoln Street (APN 010-
147-008), also known as the 
Cypress Inn.

CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA 24

                         

       Recommendation
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