


























































































RALPH M. BROWN AC.L_ ________ �.--

Background 

California's open meeting law the Brown Act. is found in the California Government Code 
section 54950 et seq. This law was enacted in 1953 to guarantee the public's right to 
attend and partIcIpate in al! meetings of local legis'ative bodies, 

Applicability 

Bodies that are subject to the Brown Act include commissions, committees, boards or 
other body of a local agency, whether permanent or temporary, decision-making (such as 
Planning Comm ssion) or advisory The Brown Act app ies to all City Boards and 
Commissions estabhshed by the City Council, 

General Rule 

Under the Brown Act, an "meetings· must be "open and public". A maJority of the 
members of any BoardJCommiss on may not discuss or deliberate on any business within 
the sub1ect matter 1urrsdiction of the Commission except at a noticed meeting. This 
jnciudes In person InteractIons between members as well as serial or ind rect 
communicat ons 

The City must post an agenda for every regular meeting at least 72 hours before the 
meeting Any meeting not estab'ished as a regular meeting is a "spec al' meeting and a 
special meeting agenda must be posted at least 24 hours prior to the meeting Agendas 
must be posted at the bui ding where the meeting occurs and on the City s website 
Agendas for all meetings hefd at City Hall are posted on the outside board for this 
purpose, 

What is a "Meeting" Under The Brown Act? 

A ·meeting" Includes any gathering of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
the same time and location to hear discuss. dehberate or take action upon any ·tern which 
is within Lts subject matter jurisdiction. There are several different kinds of ·meetings" 
under the Brown Act. 

"Regular Meetings•· Regular meetings of the legislative body, must be held at the time 
and place set by ord•nance. resolution or bylaws. 

"Special Meetings·: The presiding officer or majority of the legislative body may call 
special meeting at any time. 

Teleconference Meet ngs. Meetings may be conducted by teleconferencing under the 
limited circumstances Members should consult staff in advance to determ ne whether 
teleco ferencing may be available. 
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