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17.58.010 Purpose and ApplicabiJity. 
A. Purpose. This chapter establishes objectives,

standards, and procedures for conducting design 
review. The intent of these regulations is to pro­
mote and maintain the City's special character as a 
residential village with a compact development 
pattern that respects and has been strongly influ­
enced by the natural setting and is typified by a 
visually rich and creative mix of architectural 
styles. Design review is intended to encourage 
originality, flexibility, and diversity in design and 
preserve and enhance the community's existing 
forest character while preventing unnecessary 
delays in project approval. More specifically, the 
design review process is intended- to: 

1. Promote design that maintains the City's
intimate and human scale and complements, rather 
than overrides, natural constraints; 

2. Ensure that the design of new homes, res­
idential additions, and exterior alterations pre­
serves the traditional characteristics of scale, good 
site design, and sensitivity to neighboring proper­
ties; 

3. Encourage the construction of residences
that are diverse and innovative in design yet com­
patible with the City's forest setting as well as the 
site design and materials used in surrounding struc­
tures; 

4. Promote residential design that respects
the privacy, solar, access, and private views of 
neighboring properties; 

5. Maintain a tradition of architectural
diversity that enhances the character of the com­
mercial district and adds a lively sense of history to 
Carmel's village ambiance by promoting commer-

J. Prior legislation: Code 1975 § 1322, Ords. 159 C.S., 296

C.S., 328 C.S., 83-25, 85-18. 86-3, 90-8, 92-20, 98-13,

2001-03, 2001-09, 2002-10 and 2003-01.
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cial building design that respect these traditions; 
and 

6. Encourage originality and invention so
long as the results encompass the unifying values 
of human scale and the use of natural materials and 
their role in preserving village character and avoid 
out-of-scale or bizarre building forms or incompat­
ible design. 

B. Applicability. Design review is required for
(1) specified physical improvements as established
throughout this title, (2) new site development as
defined in Chapter 17.70 CMC,"and any substantial
alterations, rebuilding, rehabilitation, new con­
struction, exterior alterations, additions, signs,
exterior lighting and landscaping associated with
such construction, alterations or additions set forth
in this title. (Ord. 2004-02 § 1, 2004; Ord. 2004-01
§ I, 2004).

17.58.020 General Requirements and 
ResponsibiJities. 

A. Submittal Standards. The Department of
Community Planning and Building (the Depart­
ment) shall establish uniform submittal require­
ments to enable a full understanding of each 
project, facilitate review and provide consistency 
in information for decision-making. Applications 
for projects subject to design review shall include 
such information as may be required by the Direc­
tor. Such information may include, but is not lim­
ited to, site plans, floor plans, building sections, 
exterior elevations, photographs of the subject or 
abutting properties, perspective or axonometric 
drawings and/or a model, description of building 
materials, material and/color samples, exterior 
lighting, fence plans, sign, drainage plans, land­
scaping and irrigation plans. Applications requir­
ing design review shall be subject to a fee schedule 
as established by resolution of the City Council. 

B. Coordination of Review Bodies. For any
proposed major alteration affecting an historic 
resource in the commercial and R-4 districts, the 
Director shall schedule a review of the project 
plans by the Historic Resources Board for a deter­
mination of consistency with the Secretary of Inte­
rior's standards. If the site assessment shows that 
trees will be affected by the project, the Director 
shall forward the plans to the City Forester for pro­
cessing. 

Any reviews by the Forest and Beach Commis­
sion and/or Historic Resources Board that are 
required for a project shall occur prior to consider­
ation of the project by the Director, Design Review 
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